 Some web links of Bible Translation History

http://www.gentles.info/BibleHistory/Index_History.html Ref. 1
http://s8int.com/bibletimeline.html  Ref. 2
http://www.rose-publishing.com/productdetails.cfm?PC=485 Ref. 3
http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/bible/contents.stm Ref. 4
The chart below compares translations that are more word for word vs. thought for thought.

Translation Comparison Charts
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http://www.apbrown2.net/web/TranslationComparisonChart
Above chart taken from http://www.zondervanbibles.com/translations.htm <link no longer active>

	NASB
New American Standard Bible (1971; update 1995)

AMP
Amplified Bible (1965)

ESV
English Standard Version (2001)

RSV
Revised Standard Version (1952)

KJV
King James Version (1611; significantly revised 1769)

NKJV
New King James Version (1982)

HCSB
Holman Christian Standard Version (2004)

NRSV
New Revised Standard Version (1989)

NAB
New American Bible (Catholic, 1970, 1986 (NT), 1991 (Psalms)

NJB
New Jerusalem Bible (Catholic, 1986; revision of 1966 Jerusalem Bible)
	NIV
New International Version (1984)

TNIV
Today’s New International Version (NT 2001, OT 2005)

NCV
New Century Version

NLT1
New Living Translation (1st ed. 1996; 2nd ed. 2004)

NIrV
New International reader’s Version

GNT
Good News Translation (also Good News Bible)

CEV
Contemporary English Version

Living
Living Bible (1950). Paraphrase by Ken Taylor. Liberal treatment of ‘blood.’

Message
The Message by Eugene Peterson (1991-2000s)


The ASV is the most accurate Bible, according to Dr. Ivan Panin,  an authority on Bible numerics and author of the Numeric English New Testament, which he based on the ASV.  http://www.freeasv.org:80/  The following is taken form Ref.1. “The next major works took place between 1881-5, the Revised Version. Based on the KJV, it was a literal translation of Hebrew & Greek by 65 English scholars. Full 80 Books, based on Masoretic 500 AD material. This became the modern bible of the 19th century against the King James version from the 17th. It was also notable for its modern approach to translation rigour, and the team approach to the work. The story of the Apocrypha (or inter-testament works) is not covered here, however it was officially removed in 1885 leaving the 66 books generally accepted as the Word of God today.”
The ASV was the basis of four revisions. They were the Revised Standard Version (1946-1952/1971), the Amplified Bible (1965), the New American Standard Bible (1963-1971/1995), and the Recovery Version (1999). A fifth revision is in the making, the World English Bible. The ASV was also the basis for Kenneth N. Taylor's Bible paraphrase, The Living Bible, which was published in 1971.
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This chart doesn’t show the recent bibles like the Holman nor do the above comments.  A more recent chart is given in the Rose Book of Bible Charts by Rose Pub.(Ref. 3) For more background on the Holman see http://www.bible-researcher.com/csb.html   This article says the Holman was produced by the So. Baptists and translated from original texts.  It uses somewhat modern language, but retained the male gender language of the original texts. It used a team of translators headed by Edwin Blum, of Dallas Theological Seminary. It does make use or marginal notes to explain different text meanings and background information. The bible introduction itself says it benefited form internet comparison in the information age and from recent information from archeological discoveries and from newly found ancient texts.  Ref. 3 says the Holman was translated from original manuscripts.
http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What_are_the_books_and_divisions_of_the_Bible
Books of Law - Pentateuch           History                        Books of Poetry
Genesis                                          Joshua                            Job                               
Exodus                                           Joshua                         Psalms
Leviticus                                         Judges                        Proverbs
Numbers                                         Ruth                           Ecclesiastes 
Deuteronomy                                  1 Samuel                    Song of Solomon



                    2 Samuel





        1 Kings 




        2 Kings 
                                                     1 Chronicles 
                                                     2 Chronicles 
                                                     Ezra 
                                                     Nehemiah 
                                                     Ester
Major Prophets                                        Minor Prophets
Isaiah                                                           Hosea                                              
Jeremiah                                                      Joel 
Lamentations                                                Amos
Ezekiel                                                         Obadiah
Daniel                                                          Jonah
                                                                     Micah
                                                                    Nahum 
                                                                  Habakkuk 
                                                                  Zephaniah 
                                                                  Haggai 
                                                                  Zechariah 
                                                                  Malachi

NEW TESTAMENT 

History-Gospels                                     Pauline Epistles
Matthew                                                 Romans
Mark                                                     1 Corinthians 
Luke                                                    2 Corinthians
John                                                   Galatians
                                                          Ephesians 
Church History                                   Philippians 
Acts                                                   Colossians
                                                         1 Thessalonians 
General Epistles                               2 Thessalonians 
James                                                1 Timothy 
1 Peter                                               2 Timothy 

 2 Peter                                              Titus 
1 John                                               Philemon 
2 John                                               Hebrews

3 John

Jude                                                Revelation - Prophecies Revelation
Read more: http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What_are_the_books_and_divisions_of_the_Bible#ixzz1XqgqXS8j
Other Bible Handbooks classify slightly differently: Wilkinson and Boa Bible Handbook has the 1st 5 books of law also as history, with the other books being classified the same. Hendricks in Living by the Book, has a similar classification. Both of these books note that Revelation is a highly figurative book and difficult to interpret. My notes: Generally it makes sense to me to interpret historical books as historically true and in most cases to be interpreted literally. Books that use a lot of metaphors and similes as the poetic books do and books with a lot of symbolism, like Revelation may not be interpreted as literally. There, are of course, exceptions to this general guide.  Some authors who have a strong view of science as overriding Genesis do the reverse: They interpret Gen. 1-10 as being figurative, and quote the Ps. and Job as giving literal interpretations of the creation. Many authors have noted that most of Genesis is not poetry. They then can make the case for a local flood, (Gen.Chap. 6-9 as being somewhat figurative), and Gen. Chap. 5,10  genealogies as also being figurative or untrue, then they can make man up to 100,000 yrs old, not 6000 yrs. as a literal interpretation would indicate.  It is also good to read some books on how to interpret repetitive symbolism and types in the Bible and also what justifies and exception to literal interpretation. Hendricks and Wilkinson and Boa both delve into this. Hendricks is quoted p.260: “1. Use the literal sense unless there is some good reason not to. 3 Use the figurative sense if a literal meaning is impossible or absurd. Consider Rev. 1:16 Out of his mouth came a sharp two edged sword” Hendricks notes this should not be interpreted literally, but figuratively and symbolically, as a large battle sword is being referred to. There is also the general principle that the scriptures are most true in the original Greek and Hebrew versions. The more paraphrased a translation is and the more it is a translation from a translation from a translation the more that very minor errors can creep in. 
