Follis, B. A. Truth with Love-The Apologetics of Francis Schaeffer, Crossway Books, Wheaton, Ill. 2006 Dr. Follis is Rector of All Saints Church in Belfast Ireland, Anglican in origin Reformed in belief Evangelical in witness. The book developed out of a dissertation he prepared for Trinity College Dublin. He never met Schaeffer.
Intro.p.11  After Darwinism spread to the US, the US churches tended to liberal or modernistic. In reaction to this a series of pamphlets: the Fundamentals: A testimony of the Truth were published in 1910-15 that restated the basic tenants of orthodox theology. These were done by a group of evangelical businessmen and church scholars, including Gersham Machen of Princeton, and gave rise to the name fundamentalist. This later resulted in a split in the Presbyterian Church and the formation of Westminster Theological Seminary, and the PCA. Schaeffer served as pastor for 10 yrs, and started the L’Abri community. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_in_America
“The PCA formed during a tumultuous period in American history. Since the Civil War, U.S. Presbyterians had been divided on regional grounds, between the southern PCUS and the northern-based (though it had grown to have congregations in all 50 states) UPCUSA. Yet both denominations were also internally divided between theological liberals and conservatives (evangelicals. They sought to reaffirm the Westminster Confession of Faith as the fullest and clearest exposition of biblical faith and to call all pastors and leaders to affirm the inerrancy of Scripture. They also felt the church should disavow the ordination of women.[3The RPCES brought two important things: a more nationally-based membership, and a college and seminary, the latter of which the PCA did not yet have, relying instead on independent evangelical institutions such as Reformed Theological Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi and Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. However, RTS received its initial support at the time of its founding in the mid-1960s by PCUS pastors and churches that would ultimately join the PCA. One notable figure from the RPCES was Francis Schaeffer. The Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod merged with the PCA in 1982
The PCA professes adherence to the historic confessional standards of Presbyterianism: the Westminster Confession of Faith, the Westminster Shorter Catechism, and the Westminster Larger Catechism. These secondary documents are viewed as subordinate to the Bible,[5] which alone is viewed as the inspired Word of God.[6]
The PCA has generally valued academic exploration more highly than lower church and revivalist traditions of evangelicalism. Apologetics in general and presuppositional apologetics has been a defining feature with many of its theologians and higher-ranking clergy, and many also practice "cultural apologetics" (pioneered by authors like Schaeffer) by engaging with and participating in secular cultural activities such as film, music, literature, and art in order to win them for Christ.

Additionally, the PCA emphasizes ministries of mercy such as outreach to the poor, the elderly, orphans, American Indians, people with physical and mental disabilities, refugees, etc. As a result, the denomination has held several national conferences to help equip members to participate in this type of work, and several PCA affiliates such as Desire Street Ministries, New City Fellowship, and New Song Fellowship have received national attention for their service to the community at large.”
 “Francis August Schaeffer (30 January 1912 – 15 May 1984)[1] was an American Evangelical Christian theologian, philosopher, and Presbyterian pastor. He is most famous for his writings and his establishment of the L'Abri community in Switzerland. Opposed to theological modernism, Schaeffer promoted a more Historic Protestant faith and a presuppositional approach to Christian apologetics, which he believed would answer the questions of the age. A number of scholars credit Schaeffer's ideas with helping spark the rise of the Christian Right in the United States. Schaeffer's wife, Edith (Seville) Schaeffer has become a prolific author in her own right. Schaeffer is also the father of author, filmmaker and painter Frank Schaeffer.” Wikipedia 

Schaeffer is quoted: p. 14  “If we are to know the fullest blessing of God, there must be no final loyalty to human leadership of organizations, or ever to organizations as such. Rather, we must urge each other not even to give final authority to the principles about Christ, but only to the person of Christ.”
Chap 1 Calvin and the Reformed tradition.p.17 Calvin needs to be understood in the context of his time.  Calvin objected to the overreliance reason and on medieval scholasticism(which had developed for the writings of T. Aquinas).  But Calvin did draw on the philosophy of Aristotle to reclaim reason as a tool in theology. When he used non-scriptural sources, they were always subservient to Scripture. P19 Calvin said “there exists in the human min, and indeed by natural instinct, some sense of Deity.” Calvin’s view of man in the image of God: Much of the Image of God in man was lost by the fall. Man had reason, a moral conscience and, some spiritual qualities that distinguishes him from animals.  In referring to Rom.1:18-20 Calvin noted that we can know about God through the created world, but we are not saved by this knowledge. Knowing of and submitting to God are different things. Relative to proving the scriptures are true he said that history and evidences are secondary to the Holy Spirit’s role. Calvin was not a Fideist, and spoke of the role of reason. He revered to natural law as in Rom.2:14-15 conscience and law in your heart.
Other reformers: A. Kuyper- the doctrine of common grace: conscience and sense of right and wrong, falsehood and justice. J. Edwards –reason helped man know about God. We cannot have a spiritual knowledge until we first have a rational or natural knowledge of God. Princeton prof. B. Warfield: The Christian faith is a reasonable faith based on good evidence. We can’t argue a person into the kingdom, but it can play a preparatory role. p27 Kuyper argued we must know God and develop presuppositions before we can prove anything. C. Van Till also developed PA, which became the majority reformed view.p.29 

Chap. 2 Arguments and approach p.31 Schaeffer sought to communicate the gospel in terms the present generation could understand. He wrote 23 books. He saw himself as more of an evangelist than an apologist and said there is not one apologetic but many for different people with different viewpoints. Everyone should not be treated as an intellectual.  Nevertheless, all sane people have intelligence and reason. Those of lesser education are not irrational.  We all have some questions about God and truth, but we may express our questions in different terms.  Some may not have not thought much about deep questions.  We all have a set of presuppositions, but may have not analyzed them.  In asking them questions we can ‘take the roof off’, so to speak. This may cause the person some discomfort, but is useful to get to the truth. In the book God who is there, he traces how thought patterns shifted with history with philosophy, art and theology.  In Escape from reason he explored how philosophy and reason separated from faith as with existentialism and the use of drugs.  In the book He is there and he is not Silent arguments for the existence of God is presented. He also explores the problems of existence and being.  He stated that we are personal and so if God; he gave minds and language to communicate and ask questions. He stressed we must learn to speak in the language of the nonbeliever. Pre-evangelism in need to prepare the ground.p48 The work needs love and prayer and the aid of the Holy Spirit. It also needs follow thru in discipleship. Each person is an individual and valuable to God.
The start and running of the L’Abri center was a work of love guided by God’s spirit. The Schaeffer’s opened their home to visitors, cooked them meals and spent time with their needs. Many that came there were also discipled and became group and table leaders themselves. At times there were 140 people for dinner.  Some stayed there for months; those that came included students, people in trouble and confusion.  Love and compassion were shown to all. Schaefer’s books grew out of discussions he had with visitors there. Some have criticized him based on his books as being to preoccupied with rational methodology, but he lived a life of love in action.p59
Chap. 3 Rationality and Spirituality p.61  Some have accused Schaeffer of being a rationalist, but he was not; he believed in the role of the Holy Sprit(HS) to win the person. He believed in having rational discussions where both he and the subject could ask questions and reason and trade blows. Thus he believed in finding common ground with the subject and also where they differed. Everyone has a set of presuppositions. Illogical ones can be pushed to their illogical conclusions where some despair may set in. In taking the roof off the house some rain may come in.  Although a person may think he is a machine he is still a person and can love. He lamented that many youth when they have questions are told in the church- don’t ask difficult questions, just believe. He said the whole man including the mind must come to understand God not just the spirit. Paul used some reasoning; that can open some doors.  There is a danger for the apologist of falling into proud intellectualism. Schaefer said you can’t separate apologetics in use from the work of the HS. Some reject authority because they were told as a youth to do things without reason that they did not like.  In the PA of Van till and the deep symbols and reason of Barth there was not much discussion. G. Clark tried to show in is book A Christian View of Men and things, that all non-Christian world views tend to refute themselves. He argued for a coherent view of truth. Schaeffer was for both coherence and correspondence. Heidegger argued for semantic mysticism and synthesis.p.78  Schaeffer argued people are what they think and are influenced by ideals. He also recognized social conditioning, but rejected the pure determinism of B.F. Skinner. Often knowledge of God precedes knowing God; One needs to be convinced that God exists and is personal and infinite. In his book True Spirituality the need for moment by moment personal relationship with Christ was emphasized. He also emphasized the importance of ongoing sanctification and prayer.  For Schaeffer the mysterious was somewhat incomprehensible like the view of the trinity or God’s infinity vs. man’s significance.

Chap.4 Academic or apologist: P.99-129 Was Schaeffer inconsistent or incorrect in arguments? Follis says no, sometimes he was brief and not highly analytical.  Some have criticized him for not having carefully laid out arguments with proofs. Morris p100 gave 3 more complete arguments of a personal God:1. Human aspirations for personal fulfillment need a personal God 2. Human personality could not have arisen from the impersonal, 3. an impersonal universe has a problem of unity and diversity. Some criticize the moral augmentl in that it is not tight. One must first argue that the world philosophies must 1st be shown not to give objective morals. Morris argued that Foundationalism or evidentialism argues that a belief is rational only if it has sufficient evidence and good secure arguments. p103  Others like Plantinga and Woltershoff say this is too extreme. Plantinga said there is a difference between evidence and grounds: Grounds can be based of Christian experience, testimonies and internal testimony of the HS.  Several people or schools influenced Schaeffer. At Westminster Seminary he heard Warfield and Gersham who were evidentialists and offered reasons for faith. Kuyper and Van Till held that a person needed to be redeemed before they could reason properly. Van Til taught that there was no neutral common ground or facts between believers and nonbelievers. In his PA the 2 groups had different presuppositions, and Christians had the correct Biblical presuppositions. For Schaeffer the word presupposition was broader and meant the underlying assumptions for either the believers or the nonbelievers. Schaeffer used a method of discussion and questioning to find out the nonbelievers assumptions. He would help the nonbeliever see the fallacies in the incorrect beliefs and the plausibility of the correct ones. For Van Til it was more a stating and defense of the correct beliefs and you had to believe the correct ones or you were lost. Van Til criticized Schaefer for noting the differing beliefs, as hypotheses to be tested by reason. Thus Schaefer’s approach was more a verification and was somewhat similar to the method of Edward Carnell. Carnell wrote a book An Introduction to Christian Apologetics in 1948. He said a view was true when it held together by consistency and the facts of our experience. He stated everyone make assumptions about facts, like seeing a dead battery or a broken glass, or the smell of gas. He also stated that human reasoning alone is not enough to get a complete view of God or to receive salvation. The work of the HS was needed. He stated “the heart cannot believe what the mind rejects as false.”p.116  He also noted the proofs for the Christian faith don’t rise above rational probability. Also at the level of ultimate meaning or conclusion the non-Christian and Christian views had no common ground. Schaefer integrated several approaches and was more of a practitioner than a theorist. 
 Chap 5. Love as the Final Apologetic p.131 Postmodernism rejected objectivity and rationality and suggests truth is the result of power relationships. It is largely naturalistic and non-theistic and argues against the inerrancy of scriptures. It favors moral relativism and philosophical pluralism. Quote: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postmodernism
Postmodernism is a movement away from the viewpoint of modernism. The term "postmodernism" comes from its critique of the "modernist" scientific mentality of objectivity and progress associated with the Enlightenment. Whereas modernism was primarily concerned with principles such as identity, unity, authority, and certainty, postmodernism is often associated with difference, plurality, sexuality, and skepticism. Postmodern Christianity has its roots in post-Heideggerian continental philosophy. Continental philosophy includes the following movements: German idealism, phenomenology, existentialism (and its antecedents, such as the thought of Kierkegaard and Nietzsche), hermeneutics, structuralism, post-structuralism, French feminism, the critical theory of the Frankfurt School and related branches of Marxism, and psychoanalytic theory.
L'Abri is the French word for shelter. The L'Abri ministry was founded by Francis and Edith Schaeffer in 1955 to provide an environment where Christians and non-Christians could seek answers to questions about God and truth. Following in that tradition, a L'Abri Conference is an opportunity through lectures, discussions, and personal interaction, to feed and hone the mind in an effort to deepen one's understanding of what it means to be a Christian in our society. The on-campus housing and mealtimes are designed to facilitate an exchange of ideas among conferees and speakers

In running the L’Abir center Schaeffer demonstrated Love in action and giving honest answers to honest questions of their visitors, and by also housing and feeding them. He counseled people with intellectual, emotional, or relational difficulties. The attendees often did not like conventional churches. The centers today are worldwide. http://www.labri.org/ Follis noted that in N. Ireland which is known as a Bible belt, many doubt the history and truth of the Bible, the resurrection of Jesus, and believe in synthesis rather that absolute truth, and many ways to heaven.p140  He meets with students of a nearby university in a café, and notes they are open to discussion of  religious issues as long as you are show concern and are open to free exchange of ideas. He also noted that Veritas Forums and debates are often successful in sharing truth.http://www.veritas.org/ Although the demand for L’Abri centers, Forums and youth discussion has decreased from what it was in the 1960-70’s there is still some demand, and people with questions. The rise of pluralism and of tolerance of all views has caused a decrease in the respect of clear truth and increase in the belief in moral relativism. Thus truth to fit personal taste is popular. If you try to support an inner spiritual Christian experience as your source of truth with a Muslim or a Mormon, you will not get far, as they will do the same. Discussions can be effective, but we need to listen to their views, before we speak. Recently, there is a greater emphasis of feelings and emotions being true or valued.  Thus hedonism or being happy and seeking pleasure is important.  Individualism and seeking self fulfillment, self satisfaction, and self aggrandizement is important. The twin values of seeking personal peace and affluence are still important. Some affluence is needed to practice ones own seeking pleasure and satisfaction, and tolerance of all lifestyles also promotes this. Because of this, Dick Keyes of the Mass. L’Abri uses the term personal honesty rather than internal consistency of a world view.  If you tell a student his view is not fully consistent and logical he may say “So what?”  If you tell him he is not being true to himself or reaching his best potential, it sinks in as a concern. Widespread apathy and moral relativism prevails today.  Sometimes they recognize that personal pleasure extended is not all that fulfilling as in Ecclesiastes 1:17 and vanity. Most people accept the correspondence theory of truth even if thy have not heard of the term. They value reality.  As we push them off balance they must also feel our concern, or the effort will not be successful. It is good to build some relationship first. Some other evangelism boos noted are- Barrs The Heart of Evangelism, Rietkerk If only I could Believe, and Keyes, Beyond Identity.  These books note the importance of forming relationships. International students may accept the truth reasoning for Christianity, but hold back due to family or emotional factors. Today new believers desire personal experience more that truth and logic; so the church often attracts them by welcoming communities and fellowship, but spends little time on the details of the gospel. Follis cautions that faith is not primarily an emotional experience, but also rests on truth.p156  Faith usually involves the mind and what one believes.  Love is the final apologetic that Schaeffer displayed in his communities as in John 17:26  He also put a high priority of prayer and guidance by the Holy Spirit. He did not know if his L’Abri center would succeed, but God blessed it and it grew into many.  On his speaking tours he was not above witnessing to the hotel maid. No person was too small for witnessing. His daughter said he had a passionate love for God, for people and tor truth.p170






