PAGE  
4

Habermas, Gary Historical Jesus: College Press Publishing Co. Joplin, Mo.  1996
Chap. 1. p. 26 “There are those scholars who will defend the biblical accounts, those who will deny their authority , and those who line up somewhere in between.”- Not all interpretations of Jesus life attempt to pay strict attention to historical detail.  Some have set out to construct  rather imaginary portrayals of his time on earth. P. 46 “ Surprisingly few scholars have asserted that Jesus never existed or have attempted to cast almost total doubt on his life and ministry. When such efforts have occurred, they have been met be outcries from the scholarly community.”
 Chap. 2. P.27  G.A. Wells authored Did Jesus Exit?, The Historical Evidence for Jesus,  Was Jesus crucified under Pontius Pilate? He argues that the gospels were old(90-120 AD) , and the history thus recorded after the fact, can not be trusted. Some of Paul’s epistles were in 60 AD. Christ was like the mystery Gods and a legend.  M. Martin in The Case Against Christianity has a similar argument(p.38). Habermas gave some points of refutation (p.29-35): 1. Paul gave a creed which most likely came form early written documents in 1 Cor. 15:3-11(written in 55-57 AD). This is of Christ’s life, death and resurrection. The creed also mentions Peter, James and other witnesses who Paul met with who knew Jesus. 2. The mythical mystery religions occurred more in the 2nd century, after Paul’s writings.  3. Mark’s gospel is dated as 65-70 AD, Mathew and Luke 80-90 AD. Hebrews is about 66 AD.  Polycarp and Ignatius have writings that refer to Jesus and the gospels dated  120-135 AD (p.45 see notes).  F. Bruce in Jesus and Christian Origins outside the New Testament and J. Drane in Introducing the New Testament maintains that the notes about Jesus in Josephus’s Antiquities are correct.(p.44)
Chap3. R. Butlmann in Jesus Christ and Mythology argues that the gospels were a later interpretation of Jesus person and teaching in mythological terms. (p.48) His theory is the gospel writers used imagery to express spiritual concepts in mundane terms. Bultmann’s position may have a philosophical bias. (p.49)  Habermas notes that Butlmann dose not closely track Jesus historical evidence. In addition. As Paul notes (1 Cor. 15:1-20), apart from a historical gospel, there is no basis for faith whatsoever.  Also apart for a core knowledge of Jesus history by the disciples, the followers would have little basis to encourage faith in him. M. Grant noted in Jesus An Historians Review that non biblical writings by authors like Herodotus, Livy, Plutarch and Tactius are accepted even though they sometime moralize in addition to giving history that occurred a century earlier.  Sherman- White in Roman Society notes that history confirms some events in the book of Acts. (p. 53).
He also maintained that it is unlikely that the Gospel writers would pervert the historical to maintain the spiritual, when both were equally important. Jews valued history.   Manuscript preservation is excellent for the New Testament, with 5000 early copies noted. (p.54)  M. Grant in Jesus An Historian’s Review and J. Robinson in A New Quest take a naturalistic view of Jesus without any miracles as in 19th century Liberalism. Habermas notes the following refutation: 1. An a priori rejection of miracles without historical investigation is invalid.  We can investigate a miracle claim historically without knowing all the mechanical details of the miracle. A naturalist would argue all miracles are impossible and part of faith. (p. 60) We do not know for certain that all miracles are impossible.  It is possible that our scientific understanding is not yet sufficient to explain some of them. Notable modern theologians like K. Barth and P. Tillich reject the old swoon theory of the 19th century (p.63).  Many consider the gospels as good narrative historical documents (p.65). Jesus having a peasant background and not an official Roman would mitigate against many secular historical writings about him.
Chap. 4  Hugh Schonfield’s  Passover Plot and J. Donovan’s The Jesus Scroll both have the swoon theory in which Jesus did not die and was revived and nursed back to health.  A number of subsequent authors have criticized the theory and it no longer favored (72). Problems include the heavy stone which could not be removed from the inside by a weak Jesus; he could not have survived stabbing by a spear and the asphyxiation form the cross.  . The Romans would not have allowed him to live. He would not have appeared restored and glorious the disciples.  Medical experts think the spear pierced the heart and pericardium, explaining the water and then the blood.  U. Ewing in The Essene Christ depict’s him as an Essene teacher but not a messiah. But Jesus opposed legalism and ate with sinners which the Essenes opposed. (78). Also Paul attest to Jesus deity (Rom 1:3-4).  M. Baigent in Holy Blood, Holy Grail states that Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene and had a child and blood line in secret societies.(91)  There is no good evidence for this however. 
Chap. 5  The New Gnosticism(101-3).  This began with the finding the Nag Hammadi scrolls in 1945, know as Gnostic texts dated 350-400 AD.  E. Pagels in the Gnostic Gospels says these beliefs competed with orthodox Christianity but orthodox won out in the church councils. The Gospel of Thomas dated 140-170 AD was among these and is said to have secret sayings of Jesus but not much reference to the resurrection.  Pagels and Robinson say that Thomas is similar to the Q source in some phrases used in the 4 gospels.  However the Q source has never been found. Habermas gives the refutation of this preference for the Q and Thomas from several authors: (106-7) 1. The 4 cannon gospels (65-100 AD) preceded Thomas (170 AD) by many years and are more authoritative and in agreement with other writings like Paul.  A Hunter in Bible and Gospels says A. The earliest Christians were meticulous in preserving the events and Words of Jesus. B. They were eyewitnesses of Jesus. C. There are indication that they were honest reporters and at time said things that were negative about themselves. D. The overall composite presented in the 4 gospels is about the same. 2. 1Tim. 5:18 refers to scripture of not muzzling the ox and giving the workers his wages also noted in Luke 10:7 and Mat. 10:10.  Some think this refers to previous new testament writings, possibly by Luke. Also 2Pet 3:15 refers to Paul’s writings as scripture. 3. the early church fathers referred to the gospels: (Clement of Rome in his Epistle to the Corinthians, and Ignatius in his 110 AD writings and Polycarp 115 AD, and Papias in his Exposition of Oracles of the Lord, 125 AD).  The Didache is an ancient Christian manual  cites the saying of Jesus agreeing with the gospels and with the book of Acts.  Thus the Gospels were considered authoritative well before the 2nd century.  Also the Nag Hammadi texts- the Gospel of truth and the Gospel of Philip recognize the 4 gospels as important. The sayings of Thomas do acknowledge Jesus death 34:25-27; 45:1-16 as well following and bearing their own cross 42:27-8  The early creeds of 1 Cor. 11:23-25 and 15:3 are from earlier writings.(p.117) 
Chap 6. The Jesus Seminar. P.122-2:  Group of 74 scholars voted on truths and wrote books.

 They has a naturalistic bias and denies all miracles of Jesus  and the resurrection. Any post death sayings of or about Jesus are automatically ruled out. Any gospel writing the exhibits the author’s style or motif and quotes Jesus words is ruled out; This results in ruling out 82% of the words of Jesus in the gospels. They liked the Gospel of Thomas and the Q source.  Habermas offered a critique based on some authors comments: 1. all 4 gospels agree in the burial scenario and that he was resurrected and no other early documents dispute the burial and empty tomb.  The Jews spread a story that Jesus followers stole the body at night as in Mat. 28:11 and this was told by Justin Martyr and Tertullian. (p.128). If the resurrection story was made up why would the women be the first witnesses when they are not credible witnesses?  Why would they even mention Thomas doubting if everyone was to affirm a fake story?  All the facts in the gospels, like the Jewish misrepresentation agree as do later beliefs of Paul and the creed of 1Cor. 15:3  The non resurrection or apparition theory then becomes a non verified hypothesis. Both Borg and Grossman suggest the post resurrection sightings were apparitions. The actual resurrection was an impetus for the evangelism and joy and boldness of the apostles and believers and for the early creeds (133).
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Seminar 

The Jesus Seminar is a group of about 150 individuals, including scholars with advanced degrees in biblical studies, religious studies or related fields as well as published authors who are notable in the field of religion, founded in 1985 by the late Robert Funk and John Dominic Crossan under the auspices of the Westar Institute.[1] One of the most active groups in biblical criticism,[2] the seminar uses votes with colored beads to decide their collective view of the historicity of Jesus, specifically what he may or may not have said and done as a historical figure.[3] In addition, the seminar popularizes the quest for the historical Jesus.  They produced new translations of the New Testament and apocrypha to use as textual sources. They published their results in three reports The Five Gospels (1993),[4] The Acts of Jesus (1998),[5] and The Gospel of Jesus (1999).[6] They also run a series of lectures and workshops in various U.S. cities.

According to the Jesus Seminar:

· Jesus of Nazareth was born during the reign of Herod the Great. 

· His mother's name was Mary, and he had a human father whose name may not have been Joseph. 

· Jesus was born in Nazareth, not in Bethlehem. 

· Jesus was an itinerant sage who shared meals with social outcasts. 

· Jesus practiced healing without the use of ancient medicine or magic, relieving afflictions we now consider psychosomatic. 

· He did not walk on water, feed the multitude with loaves and fishes, change water into wine or raise Lazarus from the dead. 

· Jesus was arrested in Jerusalem and crucified by the Romans. 

· He was executed as a public nuisance, not for claiming to be the Son of God. 

· The empty tomb is a fiction – Jesus was not raised bodily from the dead. 

· Belief in the resurrection is based on the visionary experiences of Paul, Peter and Mary Magdalene
Seminar critic William Lane Craig has argued that the self-selected members of the group do not represent the consensus of New Testament scholars. He writes:

Of the 74 [scholars] listed in their publication The Five Gospels, only 14 would be leading figures in the field of New Testament studies. More than half are basically unknowns, who have published only two or three articles. Eighteen of the fellows have published nothing at all in New Testament studies. Most have relatively undistinguished academic positions, for example, teaching at a community college.[34]  Others have made the same point and have further indicated that thirty-six of those scholars, almost half, have a degree from or currently teach at one of three schools, Harvard, Claremont, or Vanderbilt: all considered to favor "liberal" interpretations of the New Testament. [35]
Chap.7. Primary Sources: Creeds and Facts: 1Cor. 15:3 and 1 Tim. 3:16, Rom. 1:2-4; 10:9-11, Peters speeches in Acts 2 inspired by citing old testament scriptures. (P 150)  The person of Christ see p.152.  1 Cor. 15:3 creed probably of mid 30 ADs by ref. Calendar: crucifixion 30 AD, Paul’s conversion  33-35 AD, Jersulaem visit, 36-38 AD and met Peter and James. He probably received the 1Cor. 15 creed then.(Gal 2:1-10;1:18)  Main facts p. 158-160  Court witness testimony example; p. 168-70 summary

Chap.8  Archeological Sources: p.171 Luke’s census 2:1-5 Cf. Bruce Christians Origins Latin Inscription indicates a census took place in Judea about 5-6AD; Quirinius was governor of Syria 2 times and an earlier census took place on 6-5 BC.  In June 1968  a curcified skeleton(Yohanan) dating about 70 AD was found near Jersulaem. It gave evidence of details of death by crucifixion: Friction on bones from victim lifting up and down to breathe: nail punctures in feet and wrists; smashing of leg bones.   The Nazareth Decree by Claudius at AD 41-54 prohibiting grave robbing by penalty of death. 
The Shroud of Turin a linen cloth in Italy alleged to be the burial cloth of Jesus. It has a know history dating back to the 4th century or the fist century by pollen and cloth fiber weave dating.  Coins (dated minted 29-32 AD)on the eyes of victim left an image on the cloth.  Hasty burial in scriptures with linen- oddness of a criminal being buried in linen in a nice grave.  Many evidences of wounds like Christ had in scriptures: punctures around forehead from thorns; spear puncture with water and blood stains to chest; nails in wrist and feet with no broken legs, whipping marks on back, gouges on shoulder from caring cross; bruised face; quick removal of body by scorching heat, with not much decay of body evident- only a few days in linen cloth.  Recent discrepancy carbon dating in 1988 was for the late middle ages. However a secret dating in 1982 was for the 1st century AD.  Some quality control tests on dating of known cloth- date samples given to the laboratories- they got wrong and inconsistent dates. Summary p. 183-4.  Pools of Bethesda and Siloam found where Jesus is reported to have done healings (John 5:1-9;9:1-41) http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/may/02/pope-all-endorses-shrouds-authenticity/ Pope endorses Shroud.
.
 Chap. 9 Ancient Non-Christian Sources: p.187 Tacitus Annals p. 188-9 written 15 AD: Death under Pontius Pilatus, mysterious superstition spread to Judea, spread to Rome, blamed fro Rome fire.  Suetonius noted Jews expelled from Rome 49 AD due to conflict this Christians. Also Christians persecuted after fire in Rome. Josephus Antiquities alleged edited later by others. Still the mention of the Jesus topic is by Josephus and only a few words are alleged to be changed.  A 2nd version in Arabic was not edited and is believed a true version: Pilate crucified Jesus and it was alleged he appeared to disciples after 3 days. P.193  Thallas p.196 written in 52AD, works lost and commented on by Julius Aftricanis in 221 AD.: Mentions Jesus crucifixion and the strange darkness and earthquake that followed. Pliny the Yonger, Governor of Bithynia. letters and notes in 112AD. P.199  “They (the Christians) were in the habit of meeting on a fixed certain day before it was light, when they sang in alternating verses a hymn to Christ, as to God, and bound themselves by a solemn oath, not to any wicked deeds, but to never commit any fraud, theft or adultery, never to falsify their word, nor deny a trust when they should be called upon to deliver up; after which it was their custom to separate, and then reassemble to partake of food.”  The day was probably Sunday and their strong influence caused the pagan temples to be deserted. If arrested they were questioned and killed if they acknowledged Christ. Pliny also tried to get them to renounce Christ and adore his God’s and images. Several Christian deaconesses were tortured to try to get information. His letter to Emperor Trajan who replied:  This confirmed Trajan’s killing Christians who acknowledged Christ and freeing them if they recanted and worshiped the Roman God’s.  A similar letter to emperor Hadrian(117-138 AD) p.201. Jewish Talmud 135-200 AD p.220 Sanhedrin 43a Jesus was hanged at the eve of Passover for apostasy.  The word hanged is meant to be crucified. Another reference says he was 33-34 yrs old when he died, and another he was the son of Mary.(p.204) Lucian The Death of Peregrine p. 206 he was 2nd century Greek satirist who criticized Christians) “The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day, the distinguished personage who introduced their novel rites, and was crucified on that account.  You see, these misguided creatures start with the general conviction that they are immortal for all time, which explains the contempt of death and voluntary self-devotion which are so common among them; and then it was impressed on them by their original lawgiver that they are all brothers, form the moment that they are converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship the crucified sage, and live their life after his laws.  All this they take quite on faith, with the result that they despise worldly goods alike, regarding them merely as common property.” It was also noted that Jesus taught early in Palestine. 
Mana Bar Serapion 2nd century p. 207 “What advantage did the Athenians gain form putting Socrates to Death? -What advantage did the Jews gain form executing their wise King? It was just after that that their kingdom was abolished.” He was comparing past wise men and philosophers. Gnostic sources: The Gospel of Truth (135-160 AD), and The Apocryphon of John (120-130 AD) both mention the death on the cross and resurrection p.208-11.  The Gospel of Thomas talks of Jesus eternal nature. The Treatise on Resurrection in the 2nd century talks of  Jesus conquereing death for those who believe in him and that he died and rose form the dead. Lost works commented on by others: Acts of Pontius Pilate is commented on by Justin Martyr that Jesus was crucified and his hand and feet were nailed.  Tertullian is reported to have brought the details of Jesus before the Roman Senate for a vote and it was rejected (p. 215-7). Phlegon who was a freed man of Emperor Hadrian and author is reported to have written that after Jesus was crucified under Pilate there was a great earthquake, and there was an eclipse (of the sun at full moon) at the crucifixion from the 6the to 9th hrs.  Also after his resurrection he is alleged to appear to his disciples showing his wounds. Origen and Julius Africanus comment on this.
Habermas’s summary:  He summarized 17 non-christian sources on the historical Jesus and this evidence is impressive in amount relative to other ancient historical figures (p.219-225). 11 of these references attest to his death by crucifixion. A few of the hostile Jewish references claim the tomb was empty, because the disciples stole the dead body.  It would seem imperative that the Jews locate and display the dead body to disprove the resurrection. No references stated this, The Jews and authorities had powers to do searches. If the disciples stole the dead body they were liars about his resurrection. It is difficult to believe that liars would readily die for this belief as martyrs as it did not bring much hope. Both Paul and Jesus brother James were early skeptics at would not have been convinced of  the resurrection if the disciples stole the dead body and were converted because of the resurrection.
Chap. 10 Ancient Christian (non-new testament sources) p. 229 Clemet of Rome wrote the Corinthians in 95AD he mentioned the resurrection of Jesus and the presence of the Holy Spirit in new Bishops and Deacons. Ignatius was an early church leader who wrote a number of letters. He stated Jesus was the son of Mary, was crucified and died under Pontius Pilate, was raised form the dead, was then touched by the disciples and also ate food. P.232. Quadratus was an early apologist who wrote emperor Hadrian about Jesus healing miracles, even raising people from the dead. Barnabas wrote in 130-8 AD about Jesus miracles and death on the cross. Justin Martyr was an early apologist and philosopher, who wrote to emperor A. Pius of Jesus virgin birth in Bethlehem; he also wrote of Jesus crucifixion, after which his apostles forsook him, after which he rose form the dead and appeared to them and read prophesies that were foretold of him, after which the apostles believed and received the Holy spirit and preached of him. He also wrote of the Arabian Magi visiting him and Herod at his birth and of the soldiers dividing his garments and casting lots for them at his crucifixion. He also wrote of the Jewish false story that the Jews spread about the disciple stealing the body.
History Analysis  It is somewhat subjective since what is recorded is always a choice of the author and his view sometimes influence the writing. Thus some consider the results probable rather than certain (p.260).  In historical research a number of elements are combined to make the final analysis (p. 270-3). These include primary and secondary sources and archeology.  Primary sources include firsthand or eyewitness reports, written and photographic records.  Secondary sources are comments on the original sources and other material.  Sometimes they are documents of officials.  Inscriptions on coins or other items and archeological findings add to the evidence.  Criticism is then applied to the writings and the authorship, date, audience, and reliability considered. The competence and character of the author is considered along with his ability to separate facts from feelings and opinions.  The errors of copying and closeness to the original are considered. 
Apologetic Summary The New Testament has good manuscript evidence (p.276): There are over 5000 copies of the early manuscripts, while many other classical works have only 20 or less copies.  Out of Livy’s 142 books of history there are only manuscripts for 107.  Non of the New testament cannon documents are missing.  The Gospels were written by eye witnesses or significantly influenced by first hand testimony.    Peter is reported to have influenced Mark in writing his gospel in 50-60 AD and his may be the first gospel written (NIV and Holman Bibles).   Mathew is the author of his gospel written in 50-60AD.  Luke wrote his gospel (59-63AD) and Acts and was a companion of Paul.  Some allege that Luke and Mathew had access to some of Marks writings or other earlier documents and creeds or even the Q.  The first 3 gospels have some similarities and do not mention the destruction of Jersulaem in 70 AD.  The gospel of John is stated to be written by John or with his heavy influence in 80-90 AD (or near the end of 1st century) (Holman bible). Some critical scholars date the 1st 3 gospels latter (80-90 AD) but this would put them after the destruction of Jerusalem. Most scholars now hold to the earlier dates (Habermas p.35).  All the gospels were either written by an eye witness or were significantly influence by first hand testimony. There is also good agreement between the gospels ( Hab. p. 276).  Acts style shows a stronger tendency to stick to facts and history than the gospels.  The four gospels and Acts and Paul’s epistles were recognized as scripture shortly after being written.(Hab.p. 278). Galatians was written by Paul in 49-53 AD (NIV and Holman bibles).  Paul referred to some early creeds in his epistles: 1 Cor. 15:3 creed probably of mid 30 ADs (Hab. P. 146-53).  1Cor. was written in 55 AD (Homan bible).  Paul’s epistles were recognized as scripture (2 Peter 3:15-16) and by early church fathers. Paul has credibility because he is not tied to a Q source and was an early critic of Christianity and his early writings. Galatians was in 49 AD. 
