Francis August Schaeffer (30 January 1912 – 15 May 1984)[1] was an American Evangelical Christian theologian, philosopher, and Presbyterian pastor. He is most famous for his writings and his establishment of the L'Abri community in Switzerland. Opposed to theological modernism, Schaeffer promoted a more fundamentalist Protestant faith and a presuppositional approach to Christian apologetics, which he believed would answer the questions of the age. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Schaeffer
Schaeffer, Francis How Then Should We Live? Crossway Books, Wheaton, Ill. 1979

Book summary; Chap. 4 &5 The Reformation:

The renaissance brought humanism and secularism to the Catholic church. Some ways include 1. The authority of the church was made equal to and over the authority of the scriptures.  The church was also heavily involved in politics and government. 2. a strong element of human work was added to the requirement of faith for salvation.  3. After Thomas Aquinas there began an increasing synthesis of pagan thought into biblical teaching. Statues of the Greek philosophers were common in the church.p82  This was objected to in the reformation which split off from the Catholic church and pursued sola scriptura. Forerunners of the reformation included John Wycliffe and John Huss of Bohemia and a Dominican monk G. Savonarola. The Bohemian Brethren and the Moravians emphasized music and hymns. Martin Luther (1483-1546) was the main leader of the Reformation, theses nailed to door in 1517.  Calvin developed the themes later (1509-1564). Two things were happening together: In the south was the Renaissance which was based on humanistic ideas and fostered freedom. In the north was the reformation which focused on man’s importance as being made in God’s image, but a sinner.p80  In 1534 Henry the 8th broke the English church from Rome.  The men of the north did learn critical thinking from the south, however.  The reformers kept some of the structure of the church and did not do much in missionary effort.p84  The reformation and the Bible answered the questions of the nature and dignity of man, the purpose for living and the source of true morals.  The Bible gives unity to the universals and particulars and tells people that they can know true things about God. The bible tells us true things about people, the world and purposes. P86 Humanism, although having man central, gives no real meaning for his existence. The Bible gives dignity to all vocations and servant hood. From the Bible we could understand both our potential for greatness and our tendency toward evil that Pascal had stated. We could come directly to God through faith in Jesus and did not have to go through the priests. Although the reformers got rid of some art, they welcomed and encouraged new art and music. The Geneva Psalter was a new hymnbook of psalms in 1562. Congregations were encouraged to sing again, which did not occur in the Catholic Church. There were many hymn writers and musicians including Back, Handel, and Hassler.  Rembrandt became an important Christian artist. 
Biblical values gave people freedom without chaos because there are order and morals given.  Paul set an example here. This was illustrated in P. Roberts famous mural entitled “Justice Lifts the Nations (1905). Here a lady is holding scales in one hand and the other is pointing toward the Bible. On the Bible picture is written “The Law of God”.p 106 A Swiss theologian A. Vinet stated “Christianity is the immortal seed of freedom of the world” and his statue and quote is the Swiss supreme court bldg. Also both England and Holland showed the results of the reformation in government. The constitutional model was present in Presbyterian church government.p108 In other countries the monarch remained strong and the Catholic church power aided the monarch.  S. Rutherford wrote the book Lex Rex: Law is the King in 1644. “The book defends the rule of law and the lawfulness of defensive wars (including pre-emptive wars) and advocates limited government and constitutionalism in politics and the "Two Kingdoms" theory of Church-State” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lex_rex
There is evidence that the book influenced the US constitution and one of its signers, John Witherspoon.p109  The reformation also contributed to the idea of checks and balances in government.  The reformers were not romantic about man, as every person is also a sinner. The industrial revolution and philosophy of utilitarianism contributed to slavery which was a non Christian practice. P116 This provides one example of abuse of the greatest good to the greatest number which was misused to justify it.  John Wesley spoke out against slavery as did Thomas Clarkson and William Wilberforce.  Wilberforce succeeded in getting England to ban slave trade in 1833. The Presbyterian church also spoke against slavery.
Chap. 7 The Rise of Modern Science 

History is full of scientists that believed in God, had a biblical world view and made great discoveries for science. Examples from Schaeffer are noted: Galileo, Isaac Newton, Michael Faraday, Robert Boyle, Johannes Kepler, Louis Pasteur, Blaise Pascal, James Maxwell and Francis Bacon(who developed the scientific method).  Many of them did their work in a time when the church promoted learning and biblical creation of the world was an acceptable world view. Logic flows naturally from a biblical worldview.  Alfred Whitehead and Robert Oppenheimer, both non-Christians, stated that modern science was born out of a Christian world view (Schaeffer p.132).  Many early universities were founded by the church (Williams 2005 p. 34).  Schaeffer noted(p138) that the universe is orderly with laws coming out of it. Einstein stated “I cannot believe that God plays dice with the universe”.  Science springs from looking for underlying causes and laws. It is logical that laws come from a law giver.  What has changed in science then? Schaeffer states that the renaissance scientists believed in an open system universe with God giving the laws.  Now the common belief is in a closed system universe with the laws just being. 

Chap. 8 The Breakdown in Philosophy and Science: God and man were formerly outside of the uniformity of natural causes.  Now the view is that everything is one big cosmic machine including man.(p142) This was influenced by Darwinism which progressed to social Darwinism and naturalism or humanism.(p150). Plato noticed something curial in practical living: If there are no absolutes, then the individual things (the particulars, the details) have no meaning.  This is especially true in the area of morals.  If there are no absolutes in morals or values beyond man’s ideas, there is not a final standard; we are left with conflicting opinions and no meaning to life. P145  Scientists in the 17 and 18th century continued to use the word God, but pushed God further to the edge of their systems. Finally, scientists moved to a closed system with no place left for God.  Man also disappears and is viewed as a form of determined or behavioristic machine in the psychology and sociology. P147 They had become naturalistic or materialistic in their presuppositions. Philosophers influencing this shift were L. Feuerbach(1804-1872) and L. Buchner. The biologist E. Haeckel also pursed this view of materialism. There is no place for freedom in this closed cause and effect system.  Lyell and Darwin contributed to it.  Most non- Christian philosophers before the modern period were rationalists.  That is they assumed that man (though limited and finite) can begin from himself and gather enough particulars to make his own universals.  Rationalism rejects any knowledge form God.  They also took reason seriously and the law of non-contradiction.  Man was made a machine or aided by the romantics like J. Bronowski (1908-1974) into a romantic man by a flood of romantic words.  The Humanist thinkers either conclude there are no values and meaning or suddenly try to produce values and meaning out of rhetoric.  The concept of an unbroken line from molecules to man, based on time and chance, leaves out critical question of how and why.  Hitler and Himmler stated that the law of nature must take its course in the survival of the fittest and that Christianity and its notion of charity should be replaced by the ethic of strength over weakness. This resulted in the gas chambers and advocates of genetic engineering. The humanistic ideals did not work out in practice.p151 The early humanists were optimistic that man could find unified true knowledge based on reason alone; this failed and changed to pessimism. The old philosophy was that universals give meaning to the particulars.

 Four philosophers were influential in the change to pessimism. 1. J. Rousseau (1712-1778) favored man’s freedom from restraint to escape man as a machine. This view contributed to the French revolution and the yr. reign of terror in which 40,000 were beheaded.  The new governments had a democratic goal, but had great violence between political and power fractions.p155 Napoleon finally took somewhat dictatorial power. In Rousseau’s ideal the autonomous man fights all of society’s standards, values, and restraints. In the same vein Wolfgang von Goethe equated nature with truth and favored vague pantheism with no God. However nature can be both cruel and non-cruel. p159 These romanticists favored use of emotion and freedom and down played reason. Rousseau’s follower Gauguin, in search of freedom, deserted his family and went to Tahiti to find nature. His life ended is disillusion as if nature is all there is, the result is sadism, and in stronger men dominating weaker women. 

The 2nd influential philosopher was I. Kant(1724-1804). He separated the Noumenal World: the concepts of meaning and value from the Phenomenal World: the world of science which can be weighed and measured. P 160 He never found a way to produce unity between the two fields using man and reason. A 3rd important philosopher was F. Hegel(1770-1831) who emphasizes the state and the flow of history and its evolving. He believed there is truth in both the thesis and antithesis and in synthesis of the two- dialectically evolving. Thus truth and moral righteous is found in synthesis and the flow of history.p163 This philosophy prevailed in the iron curtain and in politics.

 The 4th philosopher noted was S. Kierkegaard(1813-1855) he held  that ne can find optimistic answers in the upper level of faith outside of reason.  This is because reason leads to pessimism. One must leap to faith outside of reason. This is again a dichotomy.  In our day the main view is again that man is a machine, as proposed by determinism and behaviorism. Without God it is still difficult to account for love, freedom, meaning and purpose.  Although man is viewed as a machine, one cannot live as a machine, they must leap upstairs as Keirkegaard suggests to find any meaning.p166
Chap. 9 Modern Philosophy and Theology: p167  Modern people have put things “upstairs” in the are of non-reason in an attempt to find some optimism  about meaning and  values. JP Satre held that a person can authenticate himself by an act of will in any direction, good or bad. Reason is not involved. Existentialist, A. Camus agreed.  M. Heidegger had a similar view and used the term angst for general anxiety about the world, which gives meaning to life and our choices.(P 168)  K. Jaspers another existentialist, said that we have a important emotional experience that provides meaning to life.  The experience may not be logical or easy to explain. It also may not be lasting. Shaeffer states many people think this was but do not know what existentialism is.p169 A. Huxley(1894-1963) proposed drugs to give the high experience and wrote several books about it. He also used LSD. The emphasis on hallucinogenic drugs brought with it many rock groups including Cream, Jefferson Airplane, Grateful Dead, Incredible Sting Band, Pink Floyd, and Jimi Hendrix.  Some of the Beatles work also fit here.  As a whole, the music was a vehicle to carry the drug culture and the mentality which went with it across frontiers which were impassible by other means. There is the culture of psychedelic rock fostered by the Beatles and Bob Dylan. The next area of religious experience was Hinduism and Buddhism where there is a grasping of non-rational meaning to life. These eastern religions grew popular as Goethe and Wagner had recommended this thinking with vague pantheism. These seek truth inside one’s own head by meditation, but negate reason.  The occult religions and practices like white witch craft, and Harry Potter have added to this.  S. Dali’s art added to this Surrealism which combined Freud’s concepts with the absurd. He later found life meaning in his wife and often painted her sometimes with one breast exposed.  His religious paintings of Christ and the last supper often show Christ in a mystical way and not as a true human.p172  In summary these many avenues above are ways to separate reason and escape to non-reason which is like existentialism.  

In recent times the German theologians brought in the idea of biblical criticism and relied on man’s thought and starting from man as the source of reason and wisdom rather from God and thus using the presuppositions of rationalism. p175 This later converted to religious liberalism with the synthesis of rationalism and Christianity.  A. Schweitzer wrote a book The Quest for a Historical Jesus and noted that if one did not keep miracles and the supernatural (the resurrection), not much was left of the historical Jesus.  K. Barth accepted the existential methodology and dichotomy and brought in the higher critical views. This held that the Bible had many mistakes but was nevertheless good in the areas of faith and experience. They did not see the Bible as true relating to the cosmos and history. Some held it is not true in giving moral absolutes either.p176   Schaeffer notes as do liberal theologians, that when the Bible history is considered unreliable, then there is no way to explain why evil  or sin exist in all people. This is close to the Hindu position that everything is equally in God including good and evil. A hindu God Kali is a feminine God with snake fangs and skulls hanging about her neck. P177 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kali “Hindu goddess associated with eternal energy. The name Kali comes from kāla, which means black, time, death, lord of death, Shiva. Kali means "the black one". Since Shiva is called Kāla - the eternal time, Kālī, his consort, also means "the Time" or "Death" (as in time has come). Hence, Kali is considered the goddess of time and change.” P. Tillich continued the rationalist tradition.  In simple way it is theological word games.  When he was asked if he prayed, he said, no he meditated.P178 Some theologians think God is dead relative to doing any miracles today. F. Nietzsche was a champion of the God is dead philosophy. Without and infinite personal God all one can do is make game plans. Humanists may make this sound high and noble by saying doing the greatest good for the greatest number of people.p181
Chap. 10 Modern Art, Music, Literature and films: Modern pessimism and fragmentation of views have spread in 3 ways: Geographically: Europe to England to the US; Culturally: Philosophy to art and music to general culture; Socially: for intellectuals to the educated and then to through the mass media to everyone. After the ideas become accepted culturally it transfers to theology. Impressionism painted things as they appeared in the moment. Naturalists do some photo-realism and some fragmented scenes. Fragmentation is represented in abstract scenes and random art ones.  In music, Mahler’s 9th symphony represented death. Schoenberg used perpetual variation with no resolution. Many others used non-resolution. John Cage used chance music which was like noise. Some movies portraying man as a machine or living in non-reason and fantasy where the real is not certain: The Last yr at 
Marienbad; The Silence; Juliet of the Spirits; Blow-up; Belle de Jour; the Hour of the Wolf.
Blow up portrays the meaninglessness of life and purpose.  In the final scene mimes play tennis with no balls or rackets and everyone watches the imaginary balls go back and forth.
Chap.11 Our Society:  Most people have two important values: personal peace and affluence p 205  Personal peace means to be left alone and not be troubled by others problems.  Because meaning had been placed in the area of non-reason, people turned to drugs more, as at Berkeley. Timothy Leary(a psychologist)and Alan Watts(a philosopher) favored it. The Berkeley free speech movement turned into dirty speech with much swearing, and to neomarxism. This peaked at Woodstock in 1969, see movie Woodstock. The Rolling Stones were popular.  Eventually the philosophy of drugs died, but the habit and escape by drugs continued. The desire for personal peace and affluence continued. p 210 Marxism-Leninism is also a leap to the area on non-reason. Materialism is its base philosophy, but the talk is of dignity and right for the masses.  In practice it is followed by a loss of human rights and free speech and often in dictatorship. A. Solzhenitsyn wrote of this in The Gulag Archipelago.  About 66 million were killed in this revolution in Russia.  A Malraux sated that communism does not have human values in practice. It is only in talk. In materialism there is no base for the dignity and value of the individual only value for society and the masses. P.215  Law decisions are now governed by the majority view of society(sociologically acceptable), not just precedent said F. Vinson, former Chief Justice of the US. This is a departure form the Lex Rex.p 217 Abortion law is a case in point. Law and morals become a matter of averages. The Kinsey studies on sex are and example.  Here statistics make behavior OK.p224  “If there are no absolutes by which to judge society, them society is absolute.” The rules may be given by an elite society leader or by averages. In communism the elite set the Cultural Revolution. In ancient Israel the Prophets Jeremiah cried out that the people had turned form God, and that has happened today.  Many cities have degenerated with crime and drugs.p 226 When personal peace and affluence are top values how will we fair? If liberties are only taken away at small steps, will anyone object, as long as affluence is OK? Will the church be involved here or go with the majority flow? Rome’s decline was marked by the following:1. Love of affluence, 2. widening gap between the rich and the poor, 3. an obsession with sex, 4. Freakishness in the arts, 5. an increased desire to live off the state. p 227
Chap. 12 Manipulation and the New Elite: Modern governments have available to them forms of manipulation not available before: mass media, TV, internet, movies, and schools. p228 There are several forms of determinism: Psychological- S. Freud; Sociological- B F Skinner’s conditioning, and Genetic Engineering- DNA and F. Crick wrote  Beyond Freedom and Dignity.  In this he said people can be explained by genetics and DNA and recommends some G. engineering. In the Walden 2 novel society is completely conditioned by the government.  There is a dichotomy here people want to have freedom, but they believe we largely a machine or animal that can be shaped and should be shaped. P.229  Authoritarian states can and do control child birth.  Crick writes in The origin of the Genetic Code that nature is a she and is clever in the ways it thinks. Heredity and environment shape us. p 232 Genetic and moral question come up: Abortion, Euthanasia, babies by sperm or ovum donation, cloning, and stem cells.  Some of these decrease out humanness.  In the US and Britain children are illegitimate with a different father’s sperm. In J. Monod’s Chance and Necessity morals are up for grabs.p237  Some like the president of the APA have suggested psychological testing for all government leaders, and even drugs to suppress aggression.p239 Subliminal adds on TV have proven successful but are now banned in the US. p240  All TV news is edited, and the new source generators(wire services) are also edited. Political ads are very media image savvy and often negative. Thus there is some sociological conditioning and convincing occurring already by the media.p.243
Chap 13 The Alternatives: p246-54 There are pressures in Government to control the people. People will accept some loss of freedoms to insure affluence (met needs) and personal peace.  Threats to promote this include:  1. Economic Breakdown, 2. War and the threat of war, 3. Terrorism and violence, 4 The redistribution of wealth, 5. The growing shortage of food and resources, 6. Control of Disease, and crime. My comments: This book appears some what prophetic as we see some of this today. During Hitler’s rise to power there were economic problems and unemployment. It also appears that he staged a terrorist type attack on the royal palace.  This gave him the dictatorial power, and suspension of civil a parliament rights, to declare a state of emergency- martial law, and take control.
